
We are proud of our u15 a rugby team … 
 
Thread of emails between: 
 
 Mr Christo van Lill [College  estate manager and u15 a rugby coach] and Western Province Rugby. 
 
From: Howard Kahn [mailto:HKahn@wprugby.co.za]  

Sent: 03 June 2014 12:05 PM 

To: Christo van Lill 
Subject: RE: U/15 tam Fairbairn College, Goodwood 

 

Hi Christo, 

 

Thanks for your email and well done on your amazing commitment as a coach - it's always great 

to hear stories like this! 

 

I can arrange 25 scholars tickets and two adult tickets for the Stormers' next match - July 5 

against the Bulls. 

 

After the game, the kids will be able to go on to the field (weather permitting) and meet the 

players for signatures in our regular PostNet signing session. 

 

You can come and collect your tickets from Newlands in the week leading up to the match. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Howard Kahn 

Strategic Communications Manager 
WP Rugby (PTY) LTD 
5th Floor, Newlands Terraces, no. 8 Boundary Road, Newlands, 7700 
T: +27 21 659 4608 | F: +27 21 659 4601, C +27 82 375 3369 
hkahn@wprugby.co.za 
FOLLOW US on TWITTER: WP Rugby & The Stormers 

mailto:HKahn@wprugby.co.za
mailto:hkahn@wprugby.co.za
http://twitter.com/wp_rugby
http://twitter.com/thestormers


  

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Christo [mailto:cvanlill@fairbairncollege.com]  

Sent: 03 June 2014 08:22 AM 

To: Howard Kahn 

Subject: U/15 tam Fairbairn College, Goodwood 

 

From: Christo <cvanlill@fairbairncollege.com>  

Subject: U/15 team Fairbairn College, Goodwood 

 

Dear Sir 

I am, along with my colleague, a new appointment at Fairbairn College. One of our several new 

tasks was to revive rugby at our school which was at a low. 

 

My team, along with my fellow coach, Len Lawson, started the season off with a side which lost 

all their games last year, but one - mostly got a huge hiding from opponents.  When we received 

them this year, we realised they were a broken down team of players, no confidence, no belief in 

them, and no seriousness about playing and did not care. But my fellow coach and I decided 

upon a positive approach. We worked hard, worked on their attitude, sharpened their skills, made 

them fit, gave them the match statistics, etc. and as things went on we saw a slow but sure 

change in them. The turning point was 3 weeks ago when they were 19 -0 down at half time. I 

gave them the stats - 28 missed tackles. Suddenly a light switched on in their heads. We saw a 

different team the second half (they missed only 6 tackles). They even scored a try, losing the 

game 19 - 7, but for the first time they looked like a team who wanted to play. The week after 

that we had our big Derby day. Last year they lost 57-0. This year they played brilliantly, losing 

only 24-22 (if only the game lasted longer) - they suddenly became the talk of the school. That 

Monday during assembly they were told that they are the team to watch, the next game. And 
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what a game that was... They had their first win 22 - 5. I have never in my life seen players so 

overwhelmed with joy. The parents could not believe the transformation of the team and were 

ecstatic. We feel so proud of them and to be honest I feel we had a great deal to do with this 

transformation. One of the lady teachers came to me last week and said that my fellow coach and 

I are a "mean" team - meaning we are a very good coaching team together. I have been coaching 

for the past 26 years now (including players like Gaffie du Toit (WP and Springbok), but never 

before have I felt so proud of players and a team like this one. 

 

The reason for my email is to ask Western Province/Stormers a big favour. Will you be kind and 

give us complimentary tickets to watch the Stormers or Western Province game? Maybe even let 

us shake the hands of 1 or 2 of our hero players of Newlands? 

 

We only have one team with about 7 reserves. I would appreciate tickets for me and my fellow 

coach, our wives and maybe our head of sport, who was appointed with me to pick up the rugby 

at our school. 

 

I am hoping to hear from you soon. This is a humble but very sincere and serious request to spoil 

my team who worked so hard and who made this wonderful change. I think Newlands will be an 

absolutely great experience for them - most of them have never been to Newlands before.  

Kind regards 

Christo 

0824101898 

 

 

 


